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Planting A Terrarium 

 

Materials Needed 

 Clear glass or plastic container (kitchen canister, jar, fishbowl or tank, etc. and lid), clean 

and dry 

 Pea gravel or polished rocks 

 Activated charcoal 

 Sphagnum moss 

 Potting soil (fresh bag to make sure it’s sterile) 

 Small, slow-growing plants that tolerate low light and have similar water needs 

How To 

1. Add a 1-to-2 inch layer of pebbles to the bottom of the container for drainage. 

2. Add a 1 ½ inch layer of activate charcoal over the pebbles. 

3. Add a 1 ½ inch layer of sphagnum moss over the charcoal.  This will help prevent soil 

from moving down between the pebbles. 

4. Pre-moisten the potting soil until damp but not soggy, and add three to four inches to the 

bottom of the container.  The amount you add will depend on the size of the container 

and the type and size of plants that you want to grow. 

Remove plants from their pots.  Remove excess soil from around their roots, and cut away pot-

bound roots.  If a plant is too big for its place in the container – either in size or root mass – 

divide the plant at its roots, if necessary, to fit the size and scale of the container.  Create a 

planting hole in the soil and place each plant where the leaves won’t touch the glass; firm the soil 

around the base of each plant.  Lightly spray foliage and inside of container. 

 

But which plants do best in these pint-sized gardens?  Here are a 
few tips to keep in mind: 

 Generally speaking, you want to pick plants that can tolerate humidity, since the 

enclosed nature of a terrarium traps in moisture.  Also keep in mind that terrarium 

plants need to be able to tolerate low or indirect light. 

 Choose plants that are small enough for your terrarium.  You don’t want the plants’ 

leaves to touch the sides of the container. 

 Succulents and cacti can grow in a terrarium, but it’s best to use an open container that 

will retain less humidity.  You should also add some sand to the potting mix to mimic the 

plants’ native environment. 
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Terrarium Maintenance: 

 In a completely closed system, the terrarium should need very little water.  Moisture will 

collect on the insides of the glass and drip back down onto the soil and plants.  If condensation 

becomes excessive, just open the lid to air it out for a day or two.  When the plants need water, 

do so gently and sparingly.  Even in a terrarium without a lid, err on the side of too little water 

rather than too much because there’s no place for the water to drain.  Keep the terrarium in 

bright light but out of direct sunlight, which can cause the temperature to build up inside the 

glass.  Don’t fertilize the plants regularly because you don’t want to encourage rapid growth and 

fertilizer build-up, but if plants seem to need a boost, use a very dilute (1/4 strength) solution.  

Snip any leaves that touch the glass, and pinch the tips and trim plants as needed to keep them 

in bounds.  You may need to replace a plant now and then. 

 

 

 

Tillandsia 
Tillandsias are one of the worlds’ only true AIR PLANTS.  Tillandsias are call AIR 

PLANTS because their leaves trap water in the air for nourishment.  Since their roots don’t feed 

them, they grow without soil. 

 

Basic Tillandsia Care 

INDOORS: Keep in bright, filtered light.  Mist heavily 1-3 times weekly, depending on 

house humidity.  Let plant dry between waterings. 

MOUNTING: Attach Tillandsias to any surface by gluing or wiring base of plant.  If 

gluing, use a non-toxic, waterproof craft glue.  Tillandsias don’t have to be 

mounted to grow. 

SPECIAL TIPS: - Tillandsias thrive on good, fresh air circulation. 

- If plants look dehydrated, soak them in water for 8-12 hours. 

   - Water them well, but don’t keep damp. 
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